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Предисловие 
 
Настоящее пособие предназначено для студентов биологиче-
ского факультета УО «Гомельский государственный университет 
имени Франциска Скорины», проходящих курс обучения  по спе-
циальности 1 – 31 01 01 – 02 «Биология (научно-педагогическая 
деятельность)» и владеющих английским языком в объеме 
школьной программы. Прежде всего издание ориентировано на 
студентов, специализирующихся на физиологии животных. 
Издание состоит из семи основных разделов. Каждый раздел 
включает следующие части: дотекстовые лексико-грамматические 
упражнения, направленные не только на усвоение языкового ма-
териала, но и на облегчение восприятия рабочего текста; соб-
ственно текст, за которым следует список ключевых слов и вы-
ражений, используемых в тексте; послетекстовые упражнения, 
ориентированные как на проверку понимания содержания текста, 
так и на закрепление языкового материала. Все тексты, представ-
ленные в настоящем сборнике, отобраны из научно-популярной 
литературы.  
Данное практическое пособие следует рассматривать исклю-
чительно в качестве дополнения к основным учебным пособиям 
по английскому языку для неязыковых факультетов, и работа 
по нему должна проводиться параллельно с работой по этим 
пособиям. 
Представленный материал может использоваться для ауди-
торной и домашней работы. 
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Unit 1 
Two-Headed Snakes 
 
Pretext exercises  
 
Ex. 1. Read and translate the sentences. 
Note: a half, an hour and a half, half an hour 
half past seven = half after seven  
1. I need two and a half kilos of tomatoes. 2. An hour and a half is 
allowed for the test. 3. The second half of the book is more fascinat-
ing. 4. I’ve divided the cash in half. 5. Hang on. I’ll be done in half      
a minute.  
 
Ex. 2. Read and translate into Russian (although / though vs. in 
spite of / despite). Use either although or in spite of.  
А: 1. Although I was really tired, I didn’t go to bed. 
2. Despite his weird behavior, we like him. 
3. We lost this match though we played well. 
4. In spite of her injured leg, she went to university. 
5. Even though I haven’t eaten for 18 hours, I am not hungry. 
6. Though I had never seen him before, I recognized him immedi-
ately. 
7. Though the salary wasn’t high, I didn’t want to change my job. 
8. Despite the heavy rain, we decided to go out.  
 
В: 1. …she smokes 35 cigarettes a day, she is healthy. 
2. …it rained a lot, we enjoyed our holiday. 
3. I couldn’t sleep… the fact that I was exhausted. 
4. …my plans, things went wrong. 
5. The heating was on, but… this, it was cold in the house. 
6. I love music, …I can’t play any musical instrument. 
7. I didn’t get this job… my qualification and charm. 
8. We’d better invite her to the wedding, …we don’t like her 
much. 
 
Ex. 3. Paraphrase the sentences. 
Note: We say “a holiday of three weeks”, but “a three-week holiday”: 
I’ve got a three-week holiday in July (not “a three-weeks holiday”) 
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We also say 
a ten-pound note 
a million-dollar smile 
two 14-year-old girls 
a six-hour journey 
Model: Our holiday lasted three weeks. It was a three-week holiday. 
The girls were 14 years old. They were 14-year-old girls. 
1. The woman was 37. She was a… 2. The flight lasted five hours. 
It was a… 3. The strike lasted five days. It was a… 4. The book has 
300 pages. It is a… 5. The boys were nine years old. They were…          
6. The bottle holds 1.5litres. It is… 7. Each of the tickets cost eight 
pounds. They were… 8. The bag of potatoes weighs about 6 kilos.  
It is…  
 
Ex. 4. Study the vocabulary notes below the text. Read the text. 
 
TWO-HEADED SNAKES 
 
Last autumn, a ten-year-old American boy from Kentucky tried to 
pick up a snake with a stick and then noticed that it had two heads. 
Imagine how surprised he was when the snake grabbed the stick with 
both heads. 
The boy’s dad named the snake Ashley and Mary-Kate, after the 
teenage TV and movie stars, the Olsen twins, and thinks it might have 
a future in show business. 
Two-headed snakes are not as rare as you might think. They have 
been found in the United States, Argentina, Honduras, Sri Lanka, and 
Spain. 
Gordon Burghardt, zoologist at the University of Tennessee, has 
studied several two-headed snakes. And every time the heads were so 
independent they even (даже) fought for food! 
“You can have these fights go on for hours,” he says. 
Sometimes the heads become so aggressive they can even (даже) 
try to eat each other! 
Two-headed snakes also have a great deal of difficulty deciding 
which direction to go. That’s probably (вероятно) because one head 
wants to turn left and the other one wants to turn right. 
A lack of understanding between two heads can lead to even (даже) 
greater difficulties: a predator would quickly swallow the hesitant snake! 
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“So, their chances of surviving in the wild are nil,” says Burghardt. 
“They can be easily attacked by predators. Two heads are not always 
better than one.” 
Even in captivity, there are problems. Food should be given to one 
head first and a moment later – to the other one. If both mouths are 
busy with chewing, they won’t attack each other. 
On the whole, though, they can do quite well in captivity, says 
Burghart. 
Thelma and Louise, a two-headed snake at the San Diego Zoo had 
15 normal babies. She was 17 years old when she died. 
Not long ago, a two-headed boa constrictor was born in New York. 
Experts don’t know why she was born this way. The snake, Indy by 
name, has 26 brothers and sisters but because she’s one of a kind, she 
could one day be sold for about $500, 000 to a zoo or a collector. 
Right now Indy’s second head can’t eat, drink or breathe but it 
flicks its tongue and looks around.  
The two-headed monsters of myth may have a basis in reality.  
 
 
Vocabulary notes 
 
two-headed – двуглавый; 
snake – змея; 
to pick up – подбирать; 
stick – палка; 
to notice – замечать, видеть; 
to imagine – представлять, 
воображать; 
to grab – хватать; 
twins – близнецы; 
independent – независимый; 
to go on – продолжаться, 
длиться; 
for hours – на протяжении 
часов, часами; 
each other – друг друга; 
a great deal of – много, 
большое количество; 
to decide – решать; 
direction – направление; 
lack – недостаток; 
to lead to – приводить к…; 
predator – хищник; 
to swallow – глотать; 
hesitant – нерешительный, 
колеблющийся;  
to survive – выжить; 
in the wild – в природе; 
easily – легко; 
captivity – плен; 
both – оба; 
busy – занятой; 
to chew – жевать; 
on the whole – в целом; 
though – хотя; 
quite – довольно, доста-
точно;
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sold – проданный (от sell – 
продавать); 
tongue – язык; 
to look around – осмот-
реться, посмотреть вокруг. 
 
 
Post-text exercises  
 
Ex. 5. Make sure that you know the words and word combina-
tions. 
A twenty-five-year-old engineer, to pick up, to imagine, rare, to 
fight–fought–fought, for hours, each other, a great deal of, a lack of 
something, a predator, to swallow, to survive in the wild, on the 
whole, quite well, quiet, to be sold. 
 
Ex. 6. Give synonyms. 
A legend 
in general 
a lot of 
to make up one’s mind 
to continue 
 
Ex. 7. Give opposites. 
A myth 
to buy 
to be bought 
in captivity 
dependent. 
 
Ex. 8. Match the columns. 
A lack 
to swallow 
to lead 
a great 
to live in 
the wild 
of money 
deal of problems 
to trouble 
the medicine 
 
Ex. 9. Guess who or what this is (the answers are given below 
in the incorrect order). 
1. The soft part of the mouth that moves around, used for tasting, 
swallowing, speaking, etc. 
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2. An animal that kills and eats other animals. 
3. The state of being kept as a prisoner or in a confined place. 
4. Slow to speak or act because you feel uncertain, nervous or 
unwilling.  
5. To bite food into small pieces in your mouth with your teeth to 
make it easier to swallow. 
6. One of two children born at the same time to the same mother. 
7. To form a picture in your mind about something or someone. 
8. To give something to somebody in exchange for money. 
Hesitant, to chew, a predator, captivity, a twin, a tongue, to imag-
ine, to sell. 
 
Ex. 10. Choose the correct variant. 
1. Last autumn, a ten-year-old American boy from Kentucky tried 
to pick up a snake with a stick and then noticed that it had two (tails / 
heads). 2. Two-headed snakes are not (rare / common). 3. The heads 
can be so (dependent / independent) that they even fight for food.             
4. You can have these fights go on for (hours / days). 5. Sometimes 
the heads become so (kind / aggressive) they can even try to eat each 
other. 6. Two-headed snakes also have (much / little) difficulty decid-
ing which direction to go. 7. A lack of understanding between two 
heads can lead to even greater difficulties: a (predator / prey) would 
quickly swallow the hesitant snake. 8. So, their chances of surviving 
in the wild are (low / high).  
 
Ex. 11. Fill in the gaps with the words below. 
1. …he was tired, he decided to go with them. 2. Don’t… the 
thing: it’s dirty. 3. I liked the party, … 4. He had been waiting her… 
5. There is… of problems which I have to cope with. 6. I don’t know, 
it’s up to you to… 7. What are you… with? 8. This way of life will… 
you to nowhere. 9. Don’t… the medicine at once: rinse your teeth with 
it first.  
A great deal, decide, to swallow, though, busy, pick up, on the 
whole, for hours, lead to. 
 
Ex. 12. Translate into English. 
Змея, подбирать, замечать, воображать, близнецы, независи-
мый, продолжаться часами, друг друга, недостаток (нехватка), 
приводить к, хищник, глотать, оба. 
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Ex. 13. Translate into English (use the given word). 
1. Сначала он осмотрелся (looked around). 2. Эта машина может 
быть продана дороже. (can be sold) 3. Мы проиграли матч, хотя иг-
рали хорошо. (though) 4. Я чувствую себя довольно хорошо. (quiet 
well) 5. Чем они заняты? (busy with) 6. В каком направлении он 
пошел? (which direction) 7. Я не могу представить нашу жизнь без 
детей. (can’t imagine). 
 
Ex. 14. Say whether the statements are true or false. If the 
statement is false, be ready to correct it. 
1. A two-headed snake has never been seen alive. 
2. Two heads of a two-headed snake are independent enough. 
3. There is no misunderstanding between two heads. 
4. It’s better for them to live in the wild. 
5. Zoos are ready to pay much money for a two-headed snake.  
 
Ex. 15. Answer the following questions. 
1. Why are two-headed snakes born this way? 
2. Is a two-headed snake a rare phenomenon? 
3. How independent are the heads of two-headed snakes? 
4. Why can the heads of a two-headed snake be angry with each 
other? 
5. Why are the chances of survival are very low for two headed-
snakes? 
 
Ex. 16. Retell the text according to the plan. 
1. Two-headed snakes were found in such countries as… 
2. Reasons why two-headed snakes fight. 
3. Chances to survive in the wild. 
4. Life in captivity. 
5. The price which zoos are ready to pay for a two-headed snake.  
 
 
Unit 2 
Lemurs 
 
Pretext exercises  
 
Ex. 1. Read and translate the sentences. 
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Note: At a time – за (один) раз 
1. We have to go and see him one at a time. 2. The Armadillo gives 
birth to four babies at a time. 3. Tom ran up the stairs two at a time. 
4. Come in, please, but only one at a time.  
 
Ex. 2. Insert the necessary word (during vs. while vs. for). 
Note: We use for + a period of time to say how long something 
goes on 
(for six years, for two hours, for a week, for ages) 
We have lived in the house for six years. 
We use during + noun to say when something happens 
We met a lot of interesting people during our holiday. 
We use while + subject + verb 
I fell asleep while I was watching television. 
А:Use either for or during 
1. I waited… half an hour and then thought that you were not com-
ing. 2. He has lived in Australia… five years. 3. Production at the 
plant was seriously affected… the strike. 4. Last week I felt really bad. 
I couldn’t eat anything… two days. 5. When we were at the theatre 
last night, we met Cathie… the interval. 6. Bob started a new job a 
few weeks ago. Before that, he was out of work… eight months.  
 
В: This time you are to use either while or during 
1. I met Tom… I was waiting for the tram. 2. …we were in Lon-
don, we stayed at a very comfortable hotel. 3. …our stay in London, 
we visited a lot of museums and galleries. 4. The phone rang four 
times… we were having dinner last night. 5. What did he say about 
me… I was out of the room? 6. Jack read a lot of books and maga-
zines… he was on sick leave (на больничном). 7. Please, don’t inter-
rupt me… I’m speaking with anybody. 8. There were many interrup-
tions… the Minister’s speech.  
 
Ex. 3. Read and translate the sentences. 
Note: 
There is a letter for you. 
I haven’t seen you for 10 years. 
We listened attentively, for he brought news of our families. 
care for, look for, wait for 
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1. I have bought it for 6 dollars. 2. It’s all for you. 3. Can you translate 
this letter for me? 4. I’m going away for a few days. 5. It’s a book for 
children. 6. I have been waiting for you for half an hour. 7. What are you 
looking for? 8. I don’t care for fish. 9. Repeat, please, for I didn’t under-
stand anything. 10. I did it for I love you. 11. I am looking for the key. 
Have you seen it anywhere? 12. Would you care for a cup of coffee? 
13. Where have you been? I’ve been looking for you everywhere.               
14. I’ll be late, so don’t wait for me.  
 
Ex. 4. Study the words below the text. Read the text. 
 
LEMURS 
 
Lemurs have lived on the planet Earth for a very long time, but 
they are found only in two places: Madagascar and the nearby Como-
ro Islands.  
The word lemur comes from the Latin word meaning “a ghost”. 
Perhaps this is because they move silently at night and have large mys-
terious eyes. Some people think that lemurs are related to squirrels or 
cats. But the truth is, they are more closely related to us, humans. They 
are primates.  
There are many kinds of lemurs. They come in different colours 
and sizes. The smallest species weighs only 30 grams. The largest 
species weighs 10 kilograms. In the past there were also very large 
lemurs which weighed 240 kilograms, but they all have dies out.  
Lemurs have big, bushy tails that they wave in the air as a form of 
communication. These big tails also help them balance when they 
jump from tree to tree. But lemurs don’t hang from trees by their tails, 
as some monkeys do. Some species of the lemur have longer tails than 
their bodies. 
Lemurs live and move about in groups. Their society is matriarchal – 
which means that the females are dominant over the males in the group. 
Lemurs like to sleep during the day and are active during the night. They 
eat nuts, fruits and berries. Sometimes they also eat insects. 
Lemurs usually have only one baby at a time. The baby clings to 
its mother’s belly and travels with her through the treetops. After a 
while, the baby lemur rides on its mother’s back.  
Lemurs are shy animals, but they can be very curious if there’s 
food around. They have a better sense of smell than monkeys do, and 
they use it to find fruits, leaves and insects to eat. 
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Lemurs like to bathe in the sun. 
The best-known species of lemur is the ring-tailed lemur. It has a 
long striped tail, with rings of black and white. Like (как) most lemurs, 
it lives in trees but looks for food on the ground. When walking on the 
ground, the ring-tailed lemur waves its tail back and forth, high in the 
air over its back.  
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
Nearby – около; 
island – остров; 
to come from – происходить 
от; 
to mean – означать; 
ghost – приведение; 
perhaps – возможно; 
silently – тихо, молчалив; 
mysterious – загадочный; 
related to – относящийся к; 
squirrel – белка; 
human – человек, человече-
ский; 
species – вид (животных 
или растений); 
to weigh – весить; 
to die out – вымирать; 
bushy – кустистый, пуши-
стый; 
tail – хвост; 
to wave – махать; 
to hang – вешать; 
society – общество; 
berries – ягоды; 
to cling – прикрепляться; 
at a time – за один раз, 
единовременно; 
belly – живот; 
after a while – спустя неко-
торое время; 
shy – стеснительный, за-
стенчивый, скромный; 
curious – любопытный; 
sense of smell – чувство 
обоняния; 
to bathe – принимать ванны; 
ring – кольцо; 
striped – полосатый; 
to look for – искать; 
back and forth – вперёд и 
назад. 
 
 
Post-text exercises  
 
Ex. 5. Match the synonyms. 
Maybe 
To be extinct 
To have a bath 
To search 
Kinds/types 
species 
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to die out 
perhaps 
to bathe 
to look for 
 
Ex. 6. Match the columns to make a word combination. 
To weigh 
A form of 
Primitive 
A sense of 
One person 
at a time 
society 
smell 
communication 
30 kg 
 
Ex. 7. Choose the correct variant. 
1. Lemurs have lived on the planet Earth for a very (short / long) 
time. 2. They are found only in (two / many) places. 3. The word 
lemur comes from the Latin word meaning (an elf / a ghost). 4. Le-
murs are related to (squirrels / humans). 5. There are (very few / 
many) kinds of lemurs. 6. They come in (the same / different) colours 
and sizes. 7. The (smallest / largest) species weighs only 30 grams.                
8. Lemurs have big, bushy (ears / tails) that they wave in the air as a 
form of communication. 9. In their society (males / females) are dom-
inant over the (males / females) in the group. 10. Lemurs have a better 
sense of (taste / smell) than monkeys do, and they use it to find fruits, 
leaves and insects to eat.  
 
Ex. 8. Translate into the necessary language. 
1. He comes from London. – Он родом из Франции. 
2. His job is closely related to computers. – Он тесно связан               
с Джеком. 
3. Many species of animals are dying out today. – Динозавры вы-
мерли миллионы лет назад. 
4. I’m looking for Tom. Have you seen him? – Что ты ищешь? 
 
Ex. 9. Translate into English. 
Остров, приведение, возможно, загадочный, белка, вид, выми-
рать, хвост, общество, ягоды, за один раз, живот, чувство обоня-
ния, принимать ванны. 
 
Ex. 10. Say if the statements are true or false. 
1. Lemurs are related to squirrels. 
2. Their tails perform several functions. 
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3. Lemurs are active during the day and sleep during the night. 
4. Males are dominant in their society. 
5. Lemurs are quite curious animals.  
 
Ex. 11. Answer the following questions. 
1. In what parts of the world do lemurs live? 
2. What does the word “lemur” mean? Why are lemurs called this 
way? 
3. What living creatures are lemurs closely related to? 
4. What size and colour can lemurs be? 
5. What are the main functions of their tails? Is it true that lemurs 
hang from trees by their tails? 
6. What kind of society do lemurs live in? 
7. During what part of the day are lemurs active? 
8. What makes their food and homes? 
9. Where do lemurs babies spend their time after being born? 
10. What kind of character do lemurs have? 
11. What is the best-known species of lemurs? What is special 
about their way of finding food? 
 
 
Unit 3 
Anacondas 
 
Pretext exercises  
 
Ex. 1. Read and translate the sentences (breath vs. breath). 
1. It took my breath away. 2. Hold your breath. 3. She was short of 
breath. 4. The air was so cold that we could hardly breathe. 5. Most 
people don’t realize that they are breathing polluted air. 6. Cotton 
clothing allows your skin to breathe.  
 
Ex. 2. Read and translate the sentences (quite vs. rather). 
1. We often use the word quite with a positive idea and the word 
rather with a negative idea. 2. She is quite smart but rather lazy.               
3. When we use rather with a positive idea (nice, interesting, etc.),           
it stands for “unusually” or “surprisingly”. 4. This dress are rather 
cute. Where did you get it?  
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Ex. 3. Use either quite with the positive word or rather with the 
negative word. 
Model: Carol is quite intelligent but rather lazy (intelligent / lazy). 
1. The weather is… but… (warm / cloudy). 2. Jill’s flat is… but… 
(clean / uncomfortable). 3. The water in the swimming pool is… 
but… (warm / dirty). 4. The concert was… but… (professional / bor-
ing). 5. The film was… but… (interesting / frightening). 6. The car 
went… but it was… (well / noisy). 7. Jim lives… me but it’s… to get 
to his house (near / hard). 8. Tom’s plan was… but… (interesting / 
impossible to realize). 9. I was… with the hotel but Tom was (pleased 
/ disappointed).  
 
Ex. 4. Don’t confuse quite or quiet. 
1. You can’t compare these two things. They are quite different.           
2. Be quiet! 3. I’m quite all right. 4. She spoke in a quiet voice.                     
5. She was as quiet as a mouse. 6. They lead a quiet life. 7. We didn’t 
believe them at first, but what they said was quite true.  
 
Ex. 5. Read and translate the sentences. 
Note: Just = recently 
He has just arrived. 
Just = only 
I decided to learn Japanese just for fun. 
Just = simply 
I can’t just drop my duties. 
Just = exactly 
The jacket is just my size. 
Just = fair 
a just decision, a just law, a just society 
1. I waited an hour just to see you. 2. You are just in time. 3. She 
looks just like her mother. 4. It’s just what I wanted. 5. He has made a 
just decision. 6. It is simply unjust. 7. Can I help you? – No, thanks; 
I’m just looking. 8. I’ve just done it. 9. They have just arrived. 10. He 
was a good-natured and just person. 11. I’ve just heard the news. 12. It 
was just an ordinary day. 13. Just because you are older than me 
doesn’t mean that you know everything.  
 
Ex. 6. Study the words below the text. Read the text. 
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ANACONDAS: AMAZING FACTS 
 
Anacondas live in the Amazon jungles of South America. You can 
find them near (около) rivers, lakes, and swamps. They are very well 
camouflaged and aren’t easily seen.  
Anacondas like to live alone and are rather shy. They are really 
quiet and leave no trail, which makes it very difficult for scientists to 
study them.  
Anacondas are members of the boa constrictor family of snakes. 
That means that they kill their victims by squeezing them. They coil 
their powerful bodies around the prey and squeeze it tighter and 
tighter – until the animal can no longer breathe. Then the snake swal-
lows its prey whole.  
Anacondas like surprise attacks. They will hide and wait for some-
thing tasty to come by and then make a surprise attack. They also like 
to drown their victims before eating them.  
There are four types of this powerful snake: the Dark-spotted ana-
conda, the Yellow anaconda, the Green anaconda and the Bolivian an-
aconda. 
The world’s biggest anaconda is the Green anaconda. It’s also the 
heaviest snake of the world. It can be 9 meters long and weigh more 
than 200 kilograms. As its name suggests, the biggest anaconda in the 
world is olive green in colour with black spots covering its back and 
white stripe on its either side. 
The surprising thing about anacondas is that the markings on their 
tails are unique, like (как) our fingerprints.  
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
Swamp – болото; 
easily – легко; 
alone – один, одинокий; 
rather – очень;  
shy – стеснительный, за-
стенчивый; 
quiet – тихий; 
trail – след; 
member – участник, член; 
to mean – означать; 
victim – жертва;  
to coil – сворачиваться;  
powerful – мощный; 
prey – жертва; 
tighter and tighter – плот-
нее и плотнее, туже и туже; 
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to breathe – дышать; 
to swallow – глотать; 
whole – целый; 
to hide – прятать, прятаться; 
to wait for – ждать; 
to drown – топить; 
tasty – вкусный; 
to come by – проходить, 
прогуливаться; 
type – тип; 
heaviest – самый тяжёлый; 
to suggest – предлагать, 
предполагать, подразумевать; 
spots – пятна, метки; 
to cover – покрывать; 
stripe – полоса; 
either – зд.: каждый; 
markings – отметины, пят-
на; 
unique – уникальный; 
fingerprints – отпечатки 
пальцев. 
 
 
Post-text exercises  
 
Ex. 7. Choose the correct variant. 
1. Anacondas live in (North / South) America. 2. They (are / 
aren’t) easily seen. 3. Anacondas like to live (alone / in groups).             
4. They are really (quiet / noisy). 5. They kill their victims by (poison-
ing / squeezing) them. 6. They coil their (powerless / powerful) bodies 
around the prey and squeeze it tighter and tighter – until the animal 
can no longer breathe. 7. Anacondas (like / don’t like) surprise attacks. 
8. They also (like / don’t like) to drown their victims before eating 
them. 9. There are (three / four) types of this powerful snake.                     
10. The world’s biggest anaconda is the (Yellow / Green) anaconda. 
11. The markings on their tails (are / are not) unique, like (как) our 
fingerprints.  
 
Ex. 8. Match the synonyms. 
To inhabit 
To become food for fishes 
Trace 
Markings 
special 
spots 
unique 
trail 
To live  
to be drowned 
 
Ex. 9. Match the columns. 
To live 
Constrictor 
To swallow 
To wait 
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Is covered 
for the prey 
with spots 
family 
alone 
food
 
Ex. 10. Translate into the necessary language. 
1. The word “to hide” means «прятаться». – Это много значит 
для меня. 
2. It was difficult for him to breathe. – Дышите глубже! 
3. Their body is covered with feathers. – Его лицо было в грязи. 
4. I’ll be here waiting for you. – Не жди меня. Я должен закон-
чить свою работу.  
 
Ex. 11. Translate into English. 
Болото, одинокий, очень, тихий, участник, жертва, мощный, 
плотнее и плотнее, дышать, глотать, целый, прятать, ждать, вкус-
ный, проходить, тип, тяжёлый, предполагать, покрывать, уни-
кальный, отпечатки пальцев. 
 
Ex. 12. Say if the statements are true or false. 
1. Anacondas are insects. 
2. Anacondas live in South Africa. 
3. The habitat of anacondas is desert.  
4. Anacondas kill their victims by poisoning them. 
5. The Green Anaconda is the largest anaconda in the world. 
6. There are hundreds of types of anacondas. 
 
Ex. 13. Answer the following questions. 
1. What parts of the world do anacondas live? 
2. What makes their homes? 
3. Why are they difficult to see? 
4. What kind of behaviour do anacondas demonstrate? 
5. What family of snakes do anacondas belong to? What is special 
about the members of boa constrictor family? 
6. What are the main types of anacondas? 
7. What is the world’s biggest and heaviest anaconda? What can 
the size of the Green anaconda be? 
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Unit 4 
Black Vultures 
 
Pretext exercises  
 
Ex. 1. Use either so or such. 
Note: We use so with an adjective (an adverb) without a noun:  
so stupid 
We use such with an adjective with a noun: such an attractive girl 
We say: so many, so much, such a lot of. 
А: 1. I was surprised that he looked… well after his illness.                
2. They’ve got… a lot of money, and they know what to do with it.              
3. She is a very good-looking girl. She’s got… beautiful eyes. 4. Eve-
rything is… expensive these days, isn’t it? 5. Why did you ask him… 
stupid questions? 6. It was… a boring film that I fell asleep during it. 
7. The wind was… strong, it was hard to walk. 8. The food at the hotel 
was disgusting. I’ve never eaten… awful food.  
 
В: Такая интересная книга, такой старый дом, такая добрая 
женщина, такой красивый дворец, такой скучный фильм, такой 
жадный мужчина, такие дорогие перчатки, такие дешёвые брюки, 
такие талантливые актёры, такие странные люди.  
 
Ex. 2. Study the following. 
 
Note: do vs. make 
 
to do 
the shopping 
the washing up 
the cleaning 
an exercise 
a test 
homework 
harm 
somebody good 
the best 
a good job 
the hair 
the garden 
the room 
a favour 
well 
to make 
money 
a cup of tea 
dinner 
much noise 
a mistake 
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a good impression 
a speech 
a decision 
a choice 
a face 
a profit 
an effort 
oneself at home 
fun of somebody  
progress
 
А: 1. He made a bad impression on me. 2. I did the exercise well. 
3. Just make an effort! 4. He is under the age and can’t make money. 
5. We’ve made a decision not to take his offer. 6. Don’t be afraid: it 
won’t do you any harm, it will do you only good. 7. They did all their 
best to get the job. 8. You have made 3 mistakes in your test. 9. Could 
you do the washing up? 10. Could you do me a favour? 11. He has 
been making progress recently. 12. I can’t do without eating at least 
twice a day. 13. Make yourselves at home! 14. Stop making faces!  
15. Stop making fun of me.  
 
В: Cделать упражнение, сходить за покупками, нанести вред 
кому-нибудь (пользу), сделать домашнее задание, шуметь, сде-
лать всё зависящее, сделать доклад, сделать чашку чая, корчить 
рожи, высмеивать кого-либо, сделать одолжение, поживать хо-
рошо, произвести хорошее впечатление, убрать в комнате, чув-
ствуйте себя как дома, принять решение, сделать ошибку, помыть 
посуду, получить выгоду, приготовить завтрак, сделать усилие, 
зарабатывать деньги, обходиться без, прогрессировать, привести 
в порядок волосы. 
 
Ex. 3. Don’t confuse face (noun) and face (verb). 
1. The expression on his face never changes. 2. Jane’s face was a 
picture. 3. Most of the rooms face the sea. 4. Keep looking – they 
can’t have just have vanished off the face of the earth. 5. Face the 
facts! 6. It’s nice to see some new faces here in the evening. 7. She 
had to face the fact that her life had changed forever. 8. It’s not always 
easy to face the truth. 9. His company is facing a financial crisis.  
 
Ex. 4. Read and translate. Pay attention to the words manage 
to vs. succeed in. 
In spite of his disappointment, he managed to smile. He succeeded 
in getting a place at art school. We managed to get to the airport in 
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time. How did you manage to persuade him? She always manages to 
say the right thing. I tried to discuss it with her, but only succeeded in 
making her angry.  
 
Ex. 5. Study the words below the text. Read the text. 
 
BLACK VULTURES 
 
“Feeding time, feeding time!” These words make workers con-
structing the train line linking Tibet and China stop their machinery. 
Whenever there is a traditional Tibetan funeral they have to do this so 
as not to frighten “sacred eagles”, or black vultures. The birds feast 
on the dead body thrown to them. In Buddhism, the “sacred eagles” 
increase the dead body’s karma. However (однако), not all people re-
spect these huge scavenger birds. On the contrary, many despise 
them. The chronicle of birds’ disappearance started with the dodo, a 
big tame bird hunted to extinction on Easter Island in 1681. Among 
(среди) other endangered birds are vultures. Their numbers have been 
declining everywhere. Some of the remaining birds nest in Tibet or 
Mongolia and winter in southern Far East of Russia. The area at-
tracts birds by its relatively mild winters as well as deer parks and fur 
farms. Such places usually have dead bodies of animals littering 
around or kept carelessly. And here vultures face (сталкиваться) re-
ally fatal problems. 
Whenever vultures manage to find piles of dead flesh, they eat as 
much as possible as they are desperate for food. Some overeat and 
get unable to fly. Then they become an easy target for poachers, driv-
ers and cruel people who simply love stoning (бросаться камнями). 
As a result, many birds have died. 
If winters are severe and bring heavy snowfalls, the result is also 
tragic. Vultures cannot find any food and die of hunger. In 2001 the 
loss of 100 vultures was recorded. 
Green organizations in Russia are taking measures to save vul-
tures. Special feeding grounds have been organized, programs of vul-
ture monitoring launched and money to support programs were 
found. The first rehabilitation centres for injured or weak birds were 
established in 2000. But more, green projects and campaigns have 
public awareness and developed more positive attitude towards birds. 
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The results are really promising: after the severe winter of 2001 no 
dead vulture has been found! 
Note: Black vultures prefer to build their nests in trees. As (как) 
you might guess, such a big bird needs a big nest, and they re-use the 
same one year after year.  
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
Vulture – гриф (птица); 
To feed – кормить, питаться; 
constructing – строящий; 
linking – соединяющий; 
machinery – машины, ма-
шинное оборудование; 
whenever – когда бы ни; 
funeral – похороны; 
have to – должен; 
so as not – чтобы не; 
to frighten – пугать, 
sacred – священный; 
eagle – орёл; 
to feast – праздновать, пи-
ровать; 
dead – мёртвый; 
thrown – брошенный; 
to increase – увеличивать       
(-ся); 
however – однако; 
huge – огромный; 
scavenger – всеядное жи-
вотное; 
on the contrary – наоборот; 
to despise – презирать;  
chronicle – хроника, лето-
пись; 
disappearance – исчезно-
вение; 
dodo – дронт (вымершая 
птица); 
to hunt – охотиться; 
extinction – вымирание; 
Easter Island – остров Пас-
хи; 
endangered – исчезающий, 
вымирающий, находящийся в 
опасности; 
to decline – уменьшаться, 
убывать; 
to remain – оставаться;  
nest – гнездо; 
southern – южный; 
Far East – Дальний Восток; 
To attract – привлекать; 
relatively – относительно; 
mild – мягкий; 
as well as – так же как и; 
deer – олень; 
fur – мех; 
such – такой; 
to litter around – мусорить; 
carelessly – небрежно, лег-
комысленно, невнимательно; 
to manage – справляться, 
преуспевать, смочь; 
flesh – плоть; 
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as much as possible – 
насколько возможно; 
desperate – отчаянный, от-
чаявшийся; 
to overeat – переедать; 
target – цель; 
poacher – браконьер; 
cruel – жестокий; 
simply – просто; 
as a result – в результате; 
severe – жестокий, строгий; 
heavy – тяжёлый; 
snowfall – снегопад; 
hunger – голод; 
to record – записывать, от-
мечать; 
to take measures – прини-
мать меры; 
to save – сохранять; 
to launch – запускать; 
to support – поддерживать; 
injured – раненый, повре-
ждённый; 
weak – слабый; 
to establish – учреждать, 
устанавливать, основывать; 
awareness – осознание; 
to develop – развивать; 
attitude towards – отноше-
ние к…; 
promising – (мно-
го)обещающий; 
to prefer – предпочитать;  
to guess – угадывать; 
such – такой; 
to need – нуждаться, требо-
вать; 
nest – гнездо; 
to reuse – вторично ис-
пользовать; 
the same – тот же самый, 
такой же, одинаковый. 
 
 
Post-text exercises  
 
Ex. 6. Match the columns to make a word combination. 
Relatively 
Dead 
As quick 
Heavy 
To build 
flesh 
mild 
snowball 
as possible 
nests 
 
Ex. 7. Choose the correct variant. 
1. Many people (despise / love) vultures. 2. The dodo was a big 
(wild / tame) bird hunted to extinction on Easter Island in 1681.           
3. Southern Far East of Russia attracts birds by its (mild / severe) win-
ters as well as deer parks and fur farms. 4. Such places usually have 
dead bodies of animals littering around or kept (carefully / carelessly). 
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5. Whenever vultures manage to find piles of dead flesh, they eat as 
(little / much) as possible as they are desperate for food. 6. Some 
overeat and get (able / unable) to fly. 7. Then they become (a difficult 
/ an easy) target for poachers, drivers and cruel people who simply 
love stoning. 8. The first rehabilitation centres for injured or weak 
birds were established in (1990 / 2000).  
 
Ex. 8. Add only one word to make a word combination. 
Model: Among… – among them; 
Relatively… – relatively fast. 
To despise… 
So as not to… 
Among… 
Relatively… 
Heavy… 
To launch… 
To support… 
Attitude toward… 
To establish…  
 
Ex. 9. Translate into the necessary language. 
1. Don’t throw it away! – Брось мне мяч. 
2. This bird is relatively small. – Республика Беларусь является 
относительно молодой страной. 
3. The satellite is to be launched in a few days. – Космический 
корабль был успешно запущен. 
4. His attitude to university was quite positive. – Вскоре он изме-
нил свое отношение к Тому.  
 
Ex. 10. Translate into English. 
Кормить, чтобы не, орёл, праздновать, однако, огромный, 
наоборот, так же, как и, в результате, сильный снегопад, прини-
мать меры, раненый, мех, плоть, тот же самый. 
 
Ex. 11. Answer the following questions. 
1. What makes food of black vultures? 
2. Why are they respected and called “sacred eagles” in Bud-
dhism? 
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3. Why do many people despise black vultures? 
4. What is special about the numbers of black vultures today? 
5. In what parts of the world do vultures live and why? 
6. Why do black vultures die in large numbers? 
7. What measures do green organizations in Russia take to save 
vultures? 
8. What makes homes of back vultures? 
 
 
Unit 5 
Termites – Insects that Build Skyscrapers 
 
Pretext exercises  
 
Ex. 1. Translate into Russian. 
Note: Known (от know) – известный 
1. He’s a known criminal. 2. The man is a well-known writer.             
3. The disease has no known cure. 4. Termites, also known as white 
ants, live in tropical countries.  
 
Ex. 2. Translate into Russian (А) and into English (В). 
Note: a bit = a little 
А: 1. I am a bit tired. 2. She is a little crazy. 3. Are you busy? – 
Yes, I am, but only a bit. 4. They are a little weird, to say the least.           
5. These trousers are a bit tight. 6. It costs a little more than I wanted 
to spend. 7. These trousers are a little loose on me.  
 
В: Немного странный, немного старомодный, немного голод-
ный, немного скучный, немного застенчивый, немного занятой, 
немного узкий, немного широкий.  
 
Ex. 3. Translate into Russian. 
Note: twice = two times 
once = one time 
1. I don’t know him well; I’ve only met him twice. 2. They go 
there twice a week. 3. Cats sleep twice as much as people. 4. At 56 he 
looks twice his age. 5. He cleans his house once a week. 6. This book 
was famous once, but nobody reads it today. 7. Once upon a time 
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there was a beautiful princess. 8. I have been there only one time.           
9. Once upon a time there lived a huge giant.  
 
Ex. 4. Study the words below the text. Read the text. 
 
TERMITES – INSECTS THAT BUILD SKYSCRAPERS 
 
Termites, also known as white ants, live in tropical countries. They 
look a bit like ants but are softer, whiter, fatter and have shorter legs.  
These social insects live in large colonies. Each colony has one or 
more queens, which can be of enormous size, much smaller kings and 
still smaller soldiers and workers. The queens can lay an egg every 
two seconds and may live to be fifty years old. Soldiers have neither 
wings nor eyes. They guard the colony and protect it from attack, ei-
ther by blocking the entrance with their heads or by squirting poison 
at enemies. Workers, too, are usually blind and wingless. Some work-
ers take care of the young termites and others build huge nests in 
which the colony lives.  
In some regions, termites build extremely large mounds for their 
colonies. Some termite mounds can reach a height of 6 metres! Ter-
mite mounds are extremely strong and humans need special tools to 
break into them. 
Termites usually prefer to feed on dead plants, leaves, soil and 
wood. Their fondness for wood, especially in houses and buildings, 
can bring them into conflict with humans. They can digest wood be-
cause their systems contain special microorganisms which live in 
harmony with their hosts.  
AMAZING FACTS 
- Termites eat wood twice as fast when listening to heavy metal 
music. 
- The queen is much bigger than other termites. She can be as big 
as a human finger! 
- Mushroom-shaped termite mounds can be found in Africa.  
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
Skyscraper – небоскрёб; 
known – известный; 
ant – муравей; 
to look – выглядеть; 
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social – социальный; 
each – каждый; 
queen – королева; 
enormous – огромный; 
size – размер; 
king – король; 
still – ещё; 
lay an egg – откладывать 
яйцо; 
neither… nor… – ни… ни; 
to guard – охранять, сто-
рожить; 
to protect from – защищать 
от; 
either… or… – или… или; 
blocking – блокируя; 
entrance – вход; 
squirting – пускать струю, 
разбрызгивать; 
poison – яд; 
enemy – враг; 
blind – слепой; 
wingless – бескрылый; 
to take care of – заботиться; 
huge – огромный; 
nest – гнездо; 
mound – термитник, холм, 
насыпь; 
to reach – достигнуть, до-
браться; 
height – высота; 
human – человек, челове-
ческий; 
tool – инструмент; 
to break into – взламывать; 
to prefer – предпочитать; 
to feed – кормить, питаться; 
plant – растение; 
fondness – любовь; 
to digest – переваривать; 
to contain – содержать; 
to live in harmony – жить           
в гармонии; 
hosts – хозяева; 
amazing – удивительный; 
twice as fast – в два раза 
быстрее; 
finger – палец; 
mushroom-shaped – грибо-
видный, в форме гриба. 
 
 
Post-text exercises  
 
Ex. 5. Make sure that you know the words. 
A bit, enormous, entrance, poison, blind, take care of, digest, hosts, 
to digest, finger, twice as fast. 
 
Ex. 6. Match the columns to make a word combination. 
Tropical 
Social 
To block 
To protect 
A height 
To digest 
of 6 metres 
food 
the colony 
countries 
insects 
the entrance 
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Ex. 7. Add only one word to make a word combination. 
Model: Still… – still alive; 
Human… – human race. 
A bit… 
Enormous… 
To block… 
…skyscrapers 
Social… 
Still… 
To lay… 
To guard… 
To protect… 
Blind… 
To take care of… 
To digest… 
To feed… 
Amazing…  
Human…  
 
Ex. 8. Choose the correct variant. 
1. Termites, also known as (black / white) ants, live in tropical 
countries. 2. They look a bit like ants but are (harder / softer), whiter, 
(thinner / fatter) and have (shorter / longer) legs. 3. These (social / in-
dividual) insects live in large colonies. 4. Each colony has one or more 
queens, which can be of enormous size, much smaller (kings / queens) 
and still smaller soldiers and workers. 5. The queens can lay an egg 
every two (hours / seconds) and may live to be (fifteen / fifty) years 
old. 6. Some workers take care of the young termites and others build 
(huge / little) nests in which the colony lives. 7. Termites usually pre-
fer to feed on (living / dead) plants, leaves, soil and wood.  
 
Ex. 9. Translate into the necessary language. 
1. Don’t point your index finger at me. – Он потерял свой безы-
мянный палец на войне. 
2. I’m still in love with you. – Ты всё ещё здесь? 
3. I am neither a biologist nor a geologist. – Я не хочу ни того, ни 
другого. 
4. I prefer juice to milk. – Я предпочитаю чай кофе. 
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Ex. 10. Translate into English. 
Небоскрёб, известный, муравей, огромный, откладывать яйцо, 
ни… ни…, или… или, вход, яд, враг, слепой, заботиться, достиг-
нуть, высота, в два раза быстрее.  
 
Ex. 11. Use either…or (или… или), neither… nor (ни… ни) or 
both… and (и… и). 
Model: He’s either Austrian or Swiss. He neither wrote nor tele-
phoned. Both Tom and Ann were late.  
1. Give me (или) a blue pencil (или) a green one. 
2. I hate (и) comedies (и) horror films.  
3. I want to see (ни) this (ни) that. 
4. (Ни) my sister (ни) my brother is married. 
5. This will be (или) me (или) my friend. 
6. I didn’t enjoy (ни) her performance (ни) his.   
7. I’m (ни) hungry (ни) thirsty. 
 
Ex. 12. Say if the statements are true or false. 
1. Termites are snakes which prefer to live alone, individually. 
2. The queen can live till the age of 15. 
3. Their colony consists of queens, kings, soldiers, and workers. 
4. Termites live in Northern countries. 
5. It is only wood which makes food for termites. 
 
Ex. 13. Answer the following questions. 
1. Where do termites live? 
2. How do termites look like? 
3. What are the members of termites’ colonies? 
4. What can the size and shape of a termite mound be? 
5. What makes food of termites? 
6. What helps termites digest wood? 
 
 
Unit 6 
Clever Animals 
 
Pretext exercises  
 
Ex. 1. Use in order to instead of to. 
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Note: in order to = to 
She arrived early in order to get a good seat. = She arrived early 
 to get a good seat. 
1. To get a complete picture, we need further information. 2. He 
had to borrow much money to buy the car. 3. It took him a lot of time 
to find a job.  
 
Ex. 2. Give the Participle I (А), translate both into English and 
into Russian (В, С, D), translate the words in brackets using Par-
ticiple I (E). 
Note: reading – читающий, writing – пишущий и т. д.  
(кто-то / что-то совершает действие) 
A written letter – написанное письмо, а broken window – разбитое 
окно (действие совершается над кем-то / чем-то) 
A. To go, to come, to give, to receive, to take, to tell, to help, to sit, 
читающий, пишущий, борющийся, забывающий, украшающий, 
посылающий, работающий, пылающий. 
 
B. А translated text, the given book, the written letter, the broken 
window, a well-known poet, забытый, прочитанный, услышанный, 
решённые проблемы.  
 
С. 1. The girl reading a book in the armchair is my sister. 2. The 
boys playing hockey in the yard are my classmates. 3. Reading the 
message, she was smiling. 4. Thinking that I have left the key, I ran 
home.  5. An old man sitting at the window is a genius painter. 6. She 
showed us her article translated into Japan. 7. He saw a broken cup 
on the floor.  
 
D. Cпящая девочка, идущие дети, законченная работа, отправ-
ленное письмо, хорошо одетая девочка, разбитый стакан.  
 
E. 1. I saw you (танцующей)! 2. I will be there (ожидая) for you. 
3. (Будучи) an architect and a designer, he was a very visual man. 
4. This book explores the (целительную) power of love. 5. There was 
such a (леденящий) wind and such heavy rain, that we all stayed at 
home. 6. I love to watch my children (просыпающимся). 7. The peo-
ple (стоящие) at the window and (разговаривающие) are my col-
leagues.  
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Ex. 3. Read and translate. 
Note: having read – прочитав, having written – написав и т. д. 
А: 1. Having read the document, he began to explain it to us.        
2. Having played in the yard, the children went home to have supper. 
3. Having completed their experiment, they left the lab. 4. Having left 
his book in the classroom he had to go back there. 5. Having bought 
the tickets he ran to the train. 6. Having written the letter he left out 
and went to the post-office.  
 
В: Прочитав, написав, сказав, сделав, переведя, отправив, 
улыбнувшись, обсудив, показав, поиграв, получив.    
 
С: 1. (Закрыв) the door she remembered that she had left the bag 
inside. 2. (Покормив) her cat, she started dinner herself.                           
3. (Прочитав) the novel she gave it back to the library. 4. (Покинув) 
his office he directed himself home. 5. Only (уйдя на пенсию – to re-
tire) I understood the freedom. 
 
Ex. 4. Study the words below. Read translate both into Russian 
(А) and into English (В). 
Instead of, to cope with, to tend to, to take place in (take – took – 
taken), to get to, to lead to (lead–led–led) 
А:1. We just had soup instead of a full meal. It usually takes me 
two hours by bus to get to my parents. 2. Psychologists help people to 
cope with their mental health problems. Eating too much sugar may 
lead to health problems. When I’m tired, I tend to make mistakes. 
How much time does it take you to get from home to work by car? 
The film festival takes place in October. What led you to this conclu-
sion? Now I can walk to work instead of going by car. Women tend 
to live longer than men. He wasn’t able to cope with the stresses of 
his job. The path led to the hill. We may never discover what took 
place that night. Desert plants are adapted to cope with extreme heat. 
People tend to think that the problem will never affect them. We 
managed to get to the airport in time. Which door leads to the yard?  
 
В: Вместо тебя, вместо меня, вместо Джона, вместо их, вместо 
овощей, справляться с проблемами, справляться с трудной ситуа-
цией, справляться с этим, справляться с жарой, добираться до 
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аэропорта, добираться до вокзала, добираться до работы, доби-
раться до дома, я склонен думать, это случилось вчера, соревно-
вания состоялись в прошлом месяце.  
 
Ex. 5. Study the words below the text. Read the text. 
 
CLEVER ANIMALS 
 
1. What is the world’s most intelligent animal? According to most 
animal experts, the cleverest animals are those that use their brains to 
solve problems which are encountered in their natural environments. 
So, experts often point out that the brainiest creatures are often those 
that we think of as pests: rats, foxes and pigeons, etc. We call them 
pests only because they have learnt to exploit us, instead of being 
frightened.   
2. Animals have always had to cope with enormous changes that 
take place in the environment, from climate shifts to pollution. The 
clever creatures are those that learn to survive by adapting; those that 
don’t, like (как) the dinosaurs, tend to die out as (так как, когда) the 
world around them changes. “99 per cent of animal behaviour is con-
trolled by instinct,” says Mike Beynon, an animal expert. “Give most 
creatures something new and they don’t know what to do – it’s only 
(только) clever ones which accept the challenge.”                                                                
3. Can an elephant be as quiet as a mouse? It seems it can! When 
farmers in Thailand suspected elephants of stealing their banana 
crops, they hung a bell around each animal’s neck so that they would 
get a warning of an attack. But one elephant has worked out how to 
stop his bell ringing, so he can get to the bananas undetected. The el-
ephant fills the bell with mud which stops the sound. But that’s not 
all. By morning, the mud has dried and fallen out and so the locals 
can’t identify the mystery banana burglar.  
4. And it’s not only land animals that prove to be quite bright. Oc-
topuses have fantastic eyesight and big brains for their size, so Mike 
and his team put one in a specially designed tank, made like (как) a 
maze with a lot  tunnels that led nowhere and choices to make about 
whether to go left or right at junctions. “The octopus had a good 
memory and solved our puzzle by trial and error. After two weeks, it 
could get out of that maze in under a minute,” says Mike.  
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5. Just like humans, animals use their intelligence to their own 
advantage. Sometimes they even (даже) use man’s inventions to get 
ahead of the competition. Big cats such as cheetahs and leopards 
have been seen standing on safari vehicles ready and waiting to leap 
out at their prey. Clever, but worrying, says Mike. “If a cheetah uses a 
man-made object to take advantage over an antelope in an attack, then 
that is very dangerous, because it puts nature out of balance.” 
6. One of the great motivators of intelligence in animals is hun-
ger. New Zealand kea parrots are some of the cleverest. A special re-
search shows that parrots can actually be very good locksmiths. In 
order to get to the tasty snack inside a locked box, one such bird had 
to undo one lock, pull a pin out of a second and then turn a key ten 
times to open a third. No problem! After only 45 seconds the kea 
reached its meal! 
7. Apes and monkeys are well-known to be intelligent. Once it 
was seen that an orangutan mother was helping her family to cross a 
river full of crocodiles in Borneo. She had watched humans and so 
borrowed a boat and a paddle so that her little ones can enjoy a safe 
crossing. That’s what we call intelligence!  
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
According to – в соответ-
ствии с; 
brain – мозг; 
to solve – решать; 
encountered – встречаемый; 
environment – окружающая 
среда; 
to point out – указывать; 
creature – существо, созда-
ние; 
pest – вредитель; 
pigeon – голубь; 
to exploit – эксплуатиро-
вать, использовать; 
instead of – вместо; 
to frighten – пугать; 
to cope with – справляться с; 
change – изменение; 
to take place – иметь место, 
состояться, происходить; 
shift – сдвиг, изменение; 
pollution – загрязнение; 
to survive – выживать; 
to tend to – иметь 
тенденцию; 
to die out – вымирать; 
behaviour – поведение; 
to accept – принимать, 
справляться; 
challenge – испытание; 
elephant – слон; 
quiet – тихий; 
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to suspect – подозревать; 
to steal – воровать; 
crop – урожай; 
hung – висящий, повешен-
ный (от hang – висеть) 
bell – звонок  
neck – шея; 
warning – предупреждение; 
to work out – вырабатывать; 
to ring – звонить; 
to get to – добираться до; 
undetected – незамеченный; 
to fill with mud – наполнять 
грязью; 
sound – звук, звучать; 
to dry – высыхать; 
fall out – выпадать; 
local – местный, местный 
житель; 
to identify – определять, 
идентифицировать; 
burglar – вор; 
to prove – доказывать; 
octopus – осьминог; 
eyesight – зрение, поле зре-
ния; 
tank – бак, сосуд, резервуар; 
maze – лабиринт; 
tunnel – тоннель; 
to lead to – приводить к; 
choice – выбор; 
whether – ли (частица); 
junction – соединение; 
to solve – решать; 
puzzle – загадка;  
by trial and error – метод 
проб и ошибок; 
to get out of – выбираться из; 
under a minute – меньше 
минуты; 
human – человек, человече-
ский; 
to their own advantage – в 
своих собственных интересах; 
invention – изобретение; 
to get ahead of – опередить, 
победить; 
such as – такой, как; 
cheetah – гепард; 
vehicle – транспортное 
средство; 
to leap out – выпрыгивать; 
prey – добыча; 
worrying – вызывающий 
беспокойство; 
object – предмет; 
to take advantage – полу-
чить преимущество; 
dangerous – опасный; 
hunger – голод; 
research – исследование; 
actually – на самом деле, в 
действительности; 
locksmith – слесарь; 
in order to – чтобы; 
tasty – вкусный; 
inside – внутри; 
pin – булавка; 
to reach – достигать; 
meal – еда; 
ape – человекообразная 
обезьяна; 
full of – полный; 
to borrow – заимствовать; 
boat – лодка; 
paddle – весло; 
to enjoy – наслаждаться; 
safe – безопасный. 
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Post-text exercises  
 
Ex. 6. Make sure that you know the words. 
Prey, vehicles, boat, maze, crops, challenge, behavior, pests. 
 
Ex. 7. Match the columns. 
Natural 
Intelligent 
Instead 
To cope 
By trial 
With problems 
And error 
Environment 
Creatures  
of me 
 
Ex. 8. Choose the correct variant. 
1. According to most animal experts, the (silliest / cleverest) ani-
mals are those that use their brains to solve problems which are en-
countered in their natural environments. 2. An elephant can be as 
(quiet / noisy) as a mouse? 3. When farmers in Thailand suspected el-
ephants of stealing their banana crops, they hung a bell around each 
animal’s (neck / tail) so that they would get a warning of an attack. 4. 
And it’s not only land animals that prove to be quite (stupid / bright). 
5. Octopuses have fantastic (hearing / eyesight) and big brains for 
their size. 6. Big cats such as cheetahs and leopards have been seen 
standing on safari vehicles ready and waiting to leap out at their 
(predator / prey). 7. One of the great motivators of intelligence in ani-
mals is (safety / hunger). 8. Apes and monkeys are well-known to be 
(silly / intelligent).   
 
Ex. 9. Translate into the necessary language. 
A: 
1. According to our records, you have been absent six times.  
2. According to Mike, it was a great movie. 
3. The work was done according to her instructions.  
4. The salary will be paid according to qualifications and experi-
ence.  
 
B: 
Согласно книге, согласно учителю, согласно Джону, соглас-
но инструкции, в соответствии с правилами, в соответствии с 
нашими планами. 
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Ex. 10. Translate into English. 
В соответствии с, мозг, решать, окружающая среда, существо, 
загрязнение, выживать, вымирать, поведение, тихий, подозревать, 
методом проб и ошибок, меньше минуты, изобретение, голод, ис-
следование, в действительности, безопасный. 
 
Ex. 11. Answer the following questions. 
1. What animals are supposed to be clever? 
2. What are the examples of the most intelligent creatures? Why do 
we call them pests? 
3. Why are dinosaurs not supposed to be really brainy? 
4. Are there any proofs that an elephant is a clever animal? 
5. What experiments suggest that octopuses are smart? 
6. What are the consequences of animals’ using man-made ob-
jects? 
7. What is one of the greatest motivators of intelligence? How can 
you prove it? 
8. Why are apes and monkeys known to be intelligent? 
 
 
Unit 7 
Migration 
 
Pretext exercises  
 
Ex. 1. Use the correct preposition. 
Note: look at (смотреть на), look for (искать), look out (быть 
настороже, быть внимательным), look up (искать слово в слова-
ре), look forward to (ждать с нетерпением), look after (присмат-
ривать за). 
1. When I looked… my watch, I couldn’t believe that it was so 
late. 2. Who looked… you when you were ill? 3. The police are still 
looking… the seven-year old boy who disappeared from his home last 
week. Nobody knows where the boy is. 4. When we went out for the 
evening, a neighbour of ours looked… the children. 5. I’m looking… 
Tom. Have you seen him anywhere? 6. Watch…! The tree is out to 
fall down. 7. Look… the word in the dictionary. 8. Are you looking… 
your holiday?     
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Ex. 2. Study the words below the text. Read the text. 
 
MIGRATION 
 
One of the greatest mysteries of nature is the instinct to migrate. 
Every year millions of creatures feel the need to move for one reason 
or another. Most of us have seen the arrival or departure of migrating 
flocks of birds. Migration, however (однако), is not confined to birds, 
but can be seen in reptiles (for example, turtles, frogs), insects (butter-
flies), fish (eels, salmon) and mammals (reindeer, seals, lemmings, 
whales, bats). Many of these creatures succeed in navigating over 
long distances. How exactly they manage to do this still remains a 
mystery. There are several possibilities. They may navigate by using 
one or more of the following: 
1) the sun; 2) the stars; 3) the Earth’s magnetic field (when a small 
bar magnet is attached to a pigeon, it is unable to navigate);                     
4) a sense of smell; 5) geographical features (birds flying from North 
Africa to France seem to follow coastlines and valleys); 6) changes in 
temperature (salmon can detect a change in water temperature as small 
as 0,03°C); 7) sound (whales and bats seem to use sonar) 
Experiments suggest that these navigational abilities are partly in-
stinctive. In one famous experiment a young seabird from the island 
of Skokholm, off the Welsh coast, was taken across the Atlantic by 
plane to Boston, 5,100 km away. It was released, and was back in its 
nest twelve and a half days later.  
The Arctic Tern 
The seabird holds the record for long-distance migration. The Arc-
tic Tern breeds in Northern Canada, Greenland, Northern Europe, Si-
beria and Alaska. In late August they set off on a 17,500 km journey 
which takes them south, past the west coasts of Europe and Africa to 
the tip of Southern Africa (14,000 km in 90 days). Then they fly round 
to the Indian Ocean and down to Antarctica, where they spend the 
Antarctic summer. On the way back they sometimes make a complete 
circuit of Antarctica before returning to their breeding-grounds. The 
round trip is over 35,000 km in eight months (240 km a day when they 
are flying). The Arctic Tern sees more hours of daylight than any oth-
er creature, because it experiences two summers a year, one in the 
Arctic region, and one in the Antarctic. These regions have almost 
constant daylight in summer. One tern, which was ringed in Norway 
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as a chick, died in exactly the same place, twenty-seven years later. 
Presumably, it had made the journey twenty-seven times. 
The European Freshwater Eel 
European Freshwater Eels, which look like snakes but are really 
fish, begin and end their lives in the Sargasso Sea, southeast of Ber-
muda. As eggs and larvae they drift for three years towards Europe, 
changing both shape and colour as they reach the fresh-water estuar-
ies of European rivers. They spend the next nine to nineteen years in 
rivers, streams, lakes and ponds. As they approach old age they seem 
to have an unexplained compulsion to return to the Sargasso Sea to 
breed. Many eels which have found their way into ponds and lakes 
come out of the water and travel overland, gliding through damp 
grass. When they reach the sea, they make their way to the Sargasso, 
where they breed and die. No eels has an acute sense of smell, which 
is used for navigation in local waters, but inherited memory seems the 
only (единственный) explanation for their migration to the Sargasso.  
The Lemming 
The Brown Lemming is a small mammal (10–18 cm long) found 
all over Northern Canada, Scandinavia and Northern Russia. Lem-
mings usually make short, annual migrations in spring, travelling by 
night and feeding and sleeping by day. Every three or four years, 
however (однако), they make much longer migrations in large num-
bers. The lemming population seems to change over a three or four 
year cycle, from one lemming per four hectares. Migration seems to 
be a method of population control, and is most spectacular in the 
well-known “mass suicides”, where thousands of lemmings plunge 
over cliff tops into the sea, and swim till they die of exhaustion. The-
se “mass suicides” occur infrequently, and then only in Norway where 
mountains touch the sea. Nobody knows what makes them do it, but 
there are two theories. One is that migrating lemmings cross rivers 
and lakes and can’t tell the difference between a river and the sea. The 
other, more interesting theory is that they are migrating towards (к) 
ancient breeding-grounds which existed beneath the North Sea mil-
lions of years ago, when the sea-level was lower.  
 
 
Vocabulary 
Creature – существо, со-
здание; 
reason – причина; 
arrival – прибытие; 
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departure – отправление; 
to confine to – сводиться к; 
turtle – черепаха; 
eel – угорь; 
mammal – млекопитающее; 
reindeer – северный олень; 
seal – морской котик; 
whale – кит; 
to succeed in – преуспеть в; 
exactly – точно; 
to manage – смочь, пре-
успеть, справиться; 
still – ещё; 
several – несколько; 
possibility – возможность, 
вариант; 
to use – использовать; 
unable – неспособный; 
a sense of smell – чувство 
обоняния; 
features – черты; 
to seem – казаться; 
to follow – следовать, при-
держиваться;  
valley – долина; 
changes – изменения; 
to suggest – предполагать, 
показывать; 
ability – способность; 
partly – частично; 
island – остров; 
to release – освобождать; 
nest – гнездо; 
half – половина; 
tern – крачка (птица); 
to hold – удерживать; 
journey – путешествие; 
complete circuit – полный 
оборот, замкнутая цепь; 
to return – возвратиться; 
breeding-ground – место 
выведения молодняка; 
hour – час; 
constant – постоянный; 
ringed – окольцованный; 
chick– птенец; 
to die – умирать; 
the same – тот же самый, 
такой же, одинаковый; 
presumably – предположи-
тельно; 
freshwater eel – пресно-
водный угорь; 
larvae – личинки, гусеницы; 
to drift towards – плыть к; 
to change – менять, изме-
нять; 
both… and – и… и; 
to reach – достигать; 
estuary – устье; 
stream – ручей; 
pond – пруд; 
to approach – достигать, 
приближаться; 
age – возраст; 
unexplained – необъясни-
мый; 
compulsion – потребность, 
порыв, принуждение; 
gliding – скользящий;  
through – через; 
damp – влажный; 
acute – острый (например, 
о слухе); 
to inherit – наследовать; 
explanation – объяснение; 
in large numbers – в боль-
шом количестве; 
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cycle – цикл; 
spectacular – зрелищный; 
suicide – самоубийство; 
to plunge – нырять; 
cliff tops – вершины скал; 
exhaustion – истощение; 
to occur – случаться, про-
исходить; 
mountain – гора; 
to touch – касаться, дотра-
гиваться; 
to cross – пересевать, пере-
ходить, переплывать; 
difference – разница, раз-
личие; 
ancient – древний; 
to exist – существовать; 
beneath – под; 
level – уровень; 
lower – ниже (от low – низ-
кий). 
 
 
Post-text exercises  
 
Ex. 3. Make sure that you know the words. 
Creature, arrival, departure, flocks of birds, turtle, salmon, insect, 
whale, bat, a sense of smell, valleys, partly, island, a nest, a migration, 
to migrate, annual, cycle, exhaustion, to exist. 
 
Ex. 4. Match the columns to make a word combination. 
Flocks 
Succeed  
Geographical  
Late  
To die 
To be back 
of exhaustion  
august 
in life 
in two days 
features 
of birds 
 
Ex. 5. Guess who or what this is (the answers are given below 
in the incorrect order). 
1. A piece of land which is completely surrounded by water. 
2. Any animal that gives birth to live babies, not eggs, and feeds its 
young on milk. 
3. The state of being very tired. 
4. A place or structure which a bird makes or chooses for laying 
eggs. 
5. Happening every year. 
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6. Any small creature (for example ants, bees, flies) with six legs 
and a body divided into three parts, often with wings. 
7. An act of coming to a place. 
8. A cause or an explanation for something that has happened.  
9. A very large animal that lives in the sea and looks like a very 
large fish. 
Island, insect, arrival, reason, mammal, exhaustion, nest, annual, 
whale. 
 
Ex. 6. Choose the correct variant. 
1. Migration (is / is not) confined to birds, but can be seen in rep-
tiles, insects, fish and mammals. 2. Many of these creatures succeed 
in navigating over (short / long) distances. 3. Experiments suggest 
that these navigational abilities are (fully / partly) instinctive. 4. Eels 
(have / don’t have) an acute sense of smell, which is used for naviga-
tion in local waters, but (acquired / inherited) memory seems the only 
explanation for their migration to the Sargasso. 5. Lemmings usually 
make short, (monthly / annual) migrations in spring, travelling by 
night and feeding and sleeping by day. 6. Every three or four years, 
they make much (shorter / longer) migrations in large numbers. 7. 
Migration seems to be a method of population control, and is most 
spectacular in the well-known “mass suicides”, where thousands of 
lemmings plunge over cliff tops (into / out of) the sea, and swim till 
they die of (hunger / exhaustion).  
 
Ex. 7. Finish the sentences.  
1. The animals which migrate are… 
2. Migrating animals navigate by… 
3. The lemming is…  
4. Lemmings live in… 
5. Lemmings migrate annually… 
6. Every three or four years lemmings migrate…  
7. Lemmings’ migration is most spectacular in mass suicides 
when…  
8. Mass suicides happen only in… 
9. Mass suicides is a method of… 
10. There are two theories why lemmings commit suicides: … 
 43 
Ex. 8. Translate into English. 
Существо, млекопитающее, олень, морской котик, возмож-
ность, возвратиться, умирать, такой же, использовать, казаться, 
следовать, долина, изменения, предполагать, способность, ча-
стично, остров, освобождать, гнездо, объяснение, цикл, истоще-
ние, древний.  
 
Ex. 9. Say if the statements are true or false. 
1. Lemmings can be found everywhere in the world. 
2. Lemmings are active during the day and sleep at night. 
3. Every year lemmings make long migrations in large numbers. 
4. Migration is a method of population control. 
5. Lemming commit “mass suicides” only in Norway. 
 
Ex. 10. Answer the following questions. 
1. What animals have the instinct to migrate? 
2. What helps animals navigate? 
3. What bird hold the record for long-distance migration? 
4. In what parts of the world does the Arctic Tern breed? 
5. How do European Freshwater Eels look like? 
6. Where do they begin and end their lives? 
7. Where do European Freshwater Eels spend most of their life? 
8. What is the explanation for eels’ migration to the Sargasso? 
9. How do lemmings look like? 
10. How and when do they migrate? 
11. What is the main function of lemmings’ migration? 
12. How and why do lemmings commit mass suicides? 
13. How often do mass suicides occur? 
14. What are the possible explanations of mass suicides? Which of 
the two theories do you believe? 
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